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ADVERTISEMEN 
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HE Readeris defired to take N 
tice, That whercas in the Year 172 
#hcre was a Sermon printed at Belfa 
upon Redeeming the Time, by I. S. the 
two Letters ot my Name, and the Place 

where preached at large, which was taken 

from my Mouth in Short Hand, and done 

without my Knowledge. | here declare that 
I difown it, being but about halt of what | 
was delivered in two Sermons; in ſome | 
Places ſcarce Senſe, wanting feven or 
eight Sentences together, wherein I was | 
greatly wronged, and have no way to re- 
medy it, but by informing. < the Reader of | 
it in this ales | 
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To the # 1 
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N Time when Printing is become ſþ common, 
4 that Perſans of all. Sorts take the Liberty of the N 
S L Preſs, I have ventured once more to crnud in a th 41 


þ : 


eourſs among the val throng of Books and Papers week 
and daily publiſhed ; yet herein as I pretend not ta an Abi. 
li is humour the Taſte of the Polite part of the World, 
fo neither do I affeft it Remembring what was obſer= 
ved to me by @ learned Miniſter, in a way of Lamenta- 
tien, That our modern Paliteneſs, is in as great Enmity 
and Oppoſition to the everlaſting Gaſpel, as any Appear- 
dance of Satan this Age has produced. | 
| Part of the following Diſcourſe was compos d at the 
| Requeſt of an ancient Friend for 
MA.. Weſt. ber Funeral Sermon, and fartber in- 
| of Sand Side, Harged, without any manner of view 
to be publiſhed ; but it pleaſed G QD 
who ts @ free Agent, and works by what In/lrument and 
Means he pleaſes, to make it of ſuch Uſe to many, that 
Ame deſired it to he preached over again, others defired 
Copies af it, and others that it might be printed; 
 Ihere being many Inconveniencies attending the two fore 
mer Requeſts, (after mature Confideration and Advices, | 
the with much reluflaney)}- 4 complied u ith the late: ö 


in bepes that (tho ame may'+r rec? it becauſe of ihe 
Aatbor and others Becauſe of ibe Subject yet there are 
4 few here and there Scattered, who may through the 1 
Bing of G OD ie, Bait by the reading, as 1 


* 
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#thers have dime by the preaching of Tt. © 
lou a great many things in the Subjef a- 
verted among Divines, and u hat Difrine of 

pel is there but jome or other have oppos'd it ? 

I have not level d my Tiſccw ſe, againſt any pa 
Perſon or Party, but only hewed unto others 1 
of Juftification and Silvation” which I Fave: en 
n ſelf, fo I have en purpoſe fimbolized with th 


4 — 


guage of our Auclent and Modern Pivines, to t 

425 if any cavil with what is delivered, it n 

uth them as well as me. | 

I ds not expeft that in 4 time when ve 

Ri gion is become Matter of Contempt and 
dlicule among many of the learned Part of the World, 
#hat this | eetrine ſbeuld be reliſhed by them, who will 
receive not ing for Truth but what is commenſurate t 
the Rules of Philoſophy and Logick ; but tho” this Dore 
trine of the Imtutatien of C HRIST's Righteouſneſs | 


to tus, as tell as im. many other Doctrine in the Scrip- 


ture, have nothing in them contrary tb, yet many things 
_eboye the reach of human Reaſon ; and whether I have 
the applauſe of ſeme, or reproach of uhers, for pub- 
tifhing this Diſcourſe, I hope none of the's things ſpall 
move me: | can truly ſay I baue not_it out of Often- 
tation, but with a view to the publick Good, always de- 


Hring rather to be uſeful than popular 3 hoping it py be 
ates 


agreeable Feed to ſome, tho it may not ſuit the Pa 
Fathers. Let your Chriflian Charity cover my involuntary 
Aditakes, and may the bigſing of G () D Succeed my well 
intended endeavours for bis Glory aud your Good which 
i the defire of, „ 
1 n Friend, 


an 
Humble Servant, 


R Joun Sxborizi: 


ww - — 


Jeremiah, CHAP. XXIII. Verſe 6. 


And this is his Name whereby he fall be 
called the L ORD our Righteouſneſs. 


Ds the Captivity of the Jews 


! in Babylon was Typical, and 
, Figurative of our Captivity 
- under the Power of Sin and 
7 Satan; ſo their Deliverance 
f by Cyrus was Typical of our 
s Peliverance from both the 
A one and the other: by JESUS CHRIST. 
1 And it is very obſervable, that uſually when - 
A the L OR Dpromiſed Deliverance to thoſe 


4 Captives, he comforted them with a Promiſe 
be of CH R IS T the great Deliverer, who was 


* to be ſent in the Fulneſs of Time. 
7 For as we believeina CHRIST already 
> come, ſo the Old Teitament Saints believed in a 


CHRIST to come, and from the foreſight of 

him as the great Miſiab, they fetched all their 

Comfort, Confolation, and Joy, for they ſaw 

his Day, and were glad. 

— Now the Prophecies as well as the Hiſtory of 

7 | CHRIST, were written that we nigh be 
: hs lere 
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lieve on the Name of the Son of GOD, and 
that believirg we might have Lite through his 
Name: For they prophelied of the Grace that 
was to come unto us at the Revelation of ] E- 
SUS CHRIST, and to us is the Goſpel 
here preached as well as unto them that lived 
then, and more clearly; they had ir but in 
dark Shadows, we behold as in a Glaſs the 
Glory of the LORD. 

In the Beginning of this Chapter we have 
the LORD JESUSCHRIS I fer forth 
by Four of his molt glorious Titles; the great 
and good Shepherd, the Branch, the King of 
His Church, and the Lord our Righteouſneſs; it 
is the laſt of theſe I am now to ſpeak to. 

In the Words then you may oblerve theſe fol- 
Jowing Things. 

1/7, His Eflential Character, (He is the Lord,) 
or Jehovah, as the Word is rendred by ſome, 
which is the incommunicable Name of GOD; 
Jpeaking his Eternity, ard Self-Exiſtence ; and 

o carries in it a conſiderable Proof of the 
Deity of CHRIS T. For whereas Angels 
and Men, tho' they are everlaſting, and fo 
Mall have no End, yet they are not Eterxal, 
they hada Beginning, but CHRIST is the 
Tame Yeſterday, To-day, and for ever, He which 
is, Which was, and which is to come; and 
whereas all Creatures have their Being from 
the Creator, CHRIST is independent, have 
ing his Being in and from himſelf. 
2d. Here is his Mediatorial Character, he 
is our (Righteouſneſs) he hath not only a Righ- 
' teoulneſs 


(FJ 


teouſneſs as G O D, but as Mediator For by 


making Satis ſact ion to the Juſtice of GO D for 
the Sin of Man, he hath brought in an everlaſt- 


ivg Righteouſucſs ,; and that not for himſelf but 


for us. | 1 
3d. Here is the Propriety that Believers have 4 
in this Righreouſneſs, it is (Our) Righteouſneſs, "| 


It is not called {is Righrteouſmeſs, but Ours, it is 
for Us, it is ordaind to be Ours: As much (| 
Our to fave us, truſtingin it as his own, to glo- 1 
| riſie himſclf by ic; Orr, not for himſel/, he had 
| po need of it, being G O D bleſſed for ever- 
more; Ours, not the Angels; neither the Geod, 
for they needed ic not, having never fallen ; 
being juſtified by their own Righteouſneſs ; nor 
the Bad, for they are reſerved in Chains of 
Darkneſs to the Judgment of the Great Day 5 
but Or, who are the Sons of Men ;. Ours, if 
nee receive Reſt, and rely upon it alone for 
Juſtification, and Salvation, 
4th. Here's the Manifeſtation and Decla- 
ration of it, (Tris is his Name whereby be ſpall 
be called) i. e. he ſhall not only be ſo, but be 
known to be ſo : © God the Father ſhall call him 
« by this Name, as having appointed him to be 
| Our Righteouſneſs. Iſrael, or every true Be- 
1 w liever ſhall call him by this Name, or glory 
Lin him under this Title above any other, as 
| 
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* fetching the greateſt comſort and Conſolation 
« from hence. 
, 


And this is his Name whereby he ſhall be ] 
| Called the LOR D our Righteouſneſs. | y 


This glorious Text is an etitire Propofition of 
2 E 2 it leifs 
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. Where he is called a juſt GOD, and a Savi- 
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ſelf, and in ſpeaking to it, I ſhall obſerve I. 


this Method. 
1ſt. Shew what is implied in CHRIS T's 
being our Righteouſnels. -4 
2d. Shew what Righteouſneſs of CHRIST it 
is, Which is made ours. | 
za. Shew how the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST 
comes to be Ours. 

ath. Lay down ſome Properties of this Righ+ 
teouſneſs which is made Qurs. 
And then improve the whole by way of Ap- 
plication. | 

I. The firſt Thing propoſed, is to ſhew 
what is implied in CHRIS T's being Our 


Righteouſneſs. 


(1) Ir implies that there is no appearing be- 


fore GO D without a Rreghteouſueſs : For we 


are all guilty before & O D, and ſhall be con- 
demn'd as guilty, if we have not a Righteouf- 
eſs wherein to appear before him. 

Had we ſtood, and not fallen in our firſt 


Father Adam, our Iinocence would have been 


our Kighteoiſueſs > but being fallen, we muſk 
have ſomething elſe wherein to appear, even 
the Righteoujueſs of another, or, we ſhall not 


be able to ſtand before the Juſtice of GO D. 


And the Reaſon is evident from the 
very Nature of GO D himſelf, who is juſt as 
well as merciful ; and in the Juſtification of 
a Sinner, acts as a GOP of Juſtice, 1. John 
1. 9. He is faithful and juſt to forgive us our Sins 
and to cleanſe us from all Unrighteouſneſs : Elſg 


our 


* 
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en; he will not pronounee Men Richtebl 
when they are not, nor accept of them with® 
out a Righteouſnels, either in themſelves, or id 
their Surety. Thou and I therefore mult have 
a Compleat Righteouſueſs wherein to appear be- 
fore GOD, or we ſhall ſtand Speechleſs 
at the Great Day, Mat. 22. 11, 12. 44 
when the King came in to ſee the Gueſts, be faw 
' there-a Man which had hot e a Meding Gar- 
ment And be ſaid unto him, Friend, how cameſt 
tbou in hither, not having on a Wedding Garment ? 

Aud he was ſpeechleſs. | 

(2) There is thus much implied, That we have 
x Righteouſneſs of our own wherein to appear 
before GO D. Hence the Apoſtle, when he 
| would prove the general Depravity of all the 
Children of Men, both Fews and Geariles, He 
quotes a Paſſage out of the Fourteenth, and 
Fifty third Pſalmy wherein, after the LORD 
had taken a particular View of, and InſpeGion 
into the State of fallen Man, Ile concludes 
that they were univertially, and without Excep- 
tion, corrupted : There is none Righteuut, ſays 
he, zo, not one. Rom. 3. 10. What!“ was there 
not one of all the fallen Race, that had eſca- 
ped the Contagion ? No, not one. 

(1) We have no natural Righieon ſueſi, of our 
own. Adam indeed had a natural Righteouſae 7, 
being created in the Image of GO, which part- 
| Iy conſiſts in Rig hteonſacſ:; G O D made Man 
upright, with a Divine Rectitude in all the Pow- 
ersand Faculties of his Soul; fo that it was 
u natural to him to be Righteous, as now it ĩs to 


+ his 


| 
| 
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is Poſlerity to be wnighteous 5 but Adam fins 
ned and defiled our Natruret, and now our 
Natures defile us: So that cven thoſe, who 
thro' Grace are jullified, and ſanctitied, were 
none of them righteous by Nature: Righteouſ- 
neſs is not born with us, or inherent in us, 
no, even the Man after GO D's own Heart, 
owned himſelf ſhapen in Iniquity, and in Sin con- 
ceived, P/al. 5 1. 5. And the Apoſtle tells us that 
we are all by nature, Children of Wrath, Eph. 2 3. 
- 24. We have no Legal Righteonſneſs which 
ean juſtifie us before GOD. By a Legal 
Righteouſneſs, I mean an exact Conformity of 
Heart and Life, to the Moral Law, which 
was at firſt wricten in Man's Nature, and 


is ſummarily contain'd in the Decalogue or, | 


Ten Commandments, Rem. 10. 5. For Moſes 
deſcribeth the Righteouſneſs which is of the 
Law, that the Man which doth theſe things 
Mail live by them. This Righteouſneſs indeed 
Adam had before he ſinned, his Heart, and the 
Law an{wered, as Face anſwereth Face in a 
Glaſs: And this Righteouſneſs our LORD 
Jzsuvs Cnxrsr had: For he anſwered the Law 
in all it's requirements. And if we had never 
finned, our Obedience to the Law would have 
been Our Righteouſneſs, do vis and live: But 
having ſinned, and being corrupted, nothing 
that we can do can attone for our former guilty 


and procure divine Favour : Becauſe we are 


not able, in a ſtrict and legal Senſe, to keep 


the whole Law, which requires perſonal, perfect, 
aud perpetual Obedience, 1 
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( 1 ) 
ff. Legal Righteouſneſs muſt be perſonal 


pertormed ; the lan that doth thele things 
ſhall live by them. The Law ;hatn made no 
Proviſion of a Surety to ſupply our Detects, and 
to do that for us which we cannot do for our 
ſelves. 

zd. Legal Righteouſneſs mult be pere: 
Both in regard of the Object, and in regard of 
the Subject; the while Law muſt be kept with 
the whole H-art : The leaſt defect eicher of 
Parts, or Degrees in the Obedience ſpoils all: 
Gal. 3. 10. Curſed is every one that continueth un 
in all things which are written in the Bk of the 
Law, to do them. Tho' we be not guilty of 
Murder, Fornication, or Adultery ; of Theft, 
Perjury, or Covetouſneſs, yer, if we do not 
worth:p the true GOD as we ought to do; 
if we take his Name in vain, or break his Sab® 
baths, we are gone for ever, living aud dy- 
ing under that Covenant; nay, tho' we live 
never ſo circumſpectly, yet if we do but com- 
mit one Sia, or, omit one Duty in all our Liſe, 
we are gone by that Covenant; a failure in the 
leaſt Action, or the minuteſt Circumſtunce of an 
Action, tpails our Legal Righteouſneſs, and 
* us uncapable of deing juſtiſied by the 
j . 

34. Obedience to the Law, if it be our 
Righreouſneſs, maſt be perpetual, Gal. 3. 10. 
Curſed is every one that continusth nt in all think 
which are writtei in the Book of the Law, to do them. 
The Law being once broken in one wry and 
Waudriug Thougit, tho" but once in all 2 

1.6 
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Fife, it condemns thee for it, and there 1s'ns 
Place of Repentance in that Covenant, tho? 
afrerwards thy Life were never ſo exact and 
boly. Now none of us have perſonally, perfect- 
ly, and perpetually, or, continually obeyed the 
Law of G0 D, and fo none of us are legalh 
Righteons, u bt one. Neither the molt pre- 
cile Phariſee amorg the Fews, who looked for 
Juſtification by his Obedience to the Moral 
Law; nor the proudeſt Self juſticiary under 
the Goſpel, with all his "Train of Duties and 
Performances ; nor the holieft Saint that ever 
lived upon the Face of the Earth, can Rand be- 
fore the Bar of G O D in is Senſe, Job. 15. 14 
NMlat is Men ti at ke ſhould be clean? And he which 
gs bore of a Woman, that be ſbould be Righteous. 
Eccle. 7. 20. There is not a juſt Man upon Eurth that 
doth geod and firneth not. Pſal. 143 2 Enter not ins 
to Judgment with thy Seruaut For in thy | Sight 
Gall no Man living ve Juſtified, Job. 9. 30, zr. 


I waſh myſelf with Suew-Water, and make my | 


Hands never ſo clean, yet ſhalt thou plumge me into 
be Ditch, and mine own Cloaths ſball abhor me. 
Gal. 2. 21. /f Righteouſneſs come by the Law, 
then CHRIST is dead in vain, If there had 
been a Law given which could have given 
Lite, verily Righteouſneſs ſhould have been by 


the Law Gal. 3 21. 


(3) We have no Evangelical Righreouſueſs of 


cur own wherein to appear before GO D with 
Acceptance. Some may perhaps think this 4 
firange Aſlertion, after we have been told by 


ſome Writers, that there is an Evangelical per. 


ſonal | 
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ſonal Worthineſs and Righteouſpeſs. which is 
the Condition upon which G O D beftows 
the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST upon us, 
viz. Faith, Repentance, and ſincere Obedience. 
But how induſtrious foever ſome are to take 
the Crown from off the Head of CHRIST, 
and ſet it upon their own, yet for my Part, 
can ſce no Ground in Scripture to conclude, 
that we have any Evangelical Righteoulheſs of 
our own, fit to be the Matter of our juſti- 
fication. There is nothing in Us, or done by 
Us, that can properly be called an Evangelical 
Righteouſneſs 3 when the Apoſtle Paul {peaks 
of his own Righteovineſs, he calls it rather a 
Legal than an Evaxgelical ore, and would not 
be found in it, bur in another, even the Righ- 
teouſneſs f CHRIST), Phil. 3 9. And be 
feund in him, uot having mine own Righteouſneſs 
which is of the Law; but that which is through the 
Faith of CHRIST, the Righteonſneſs which is of 
GOD by Jaith. 
\ Indeed we read of the Righteouſheſs of 
Faith, which is not ſo much to be underſtood 
of the 4:2 as the Objef that Faith apprehends 
and applies, even the Righteouſreſs of an 


ther: For when we are ſaid to be j iſt iſied by 


Fiith, it 18 0 be underſtood I:/trumeatally, 
being the great Inſtrument to lay hold on the 
Obedience of CHRIS T for Jn{iitication. And 
tho' the Church is ſaid to be arrayed or cloath- 
ed in fine Linnen 3 Clean and White, which is 
the Righteoutneſs of the Saints, yer it is not 


whrent in her, but granted to her, Rev. 19. 
1 . 70 
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8. To her was granted that (be (pould be arraved 
in fine Linnen, Clean and White ; For the fine 
Linnen is the Righteouſneſs of the Saints. 

The beſt Righteouſneſs we can ſuppoſe our 
ſelves to have, whether Legal or Evangelical, is 
not fit to appear before GOD in: For the 
Prophet zells us, we are all as an unclean Thing, 
and all our Righteouſncſles are as filthy Rags, 
Iſa. 64, 6. Our beſt Duties and Performan- 
ces, tho' never fo plauſible, are ſo defective, 
and far ſhort of the Rule, that they are bur 
Rags, and ſo cannot cover us; and have fo 
much Sin and Corruption cleaving to them, that 
they are as filthy Rags, and therefore are odious 
and nauſeous in the Sight of GO D: For 
when we would do Good, Evil is preſent with 
us, and if the LOR D ſhould deal with us in 
ſtrict Juſtice, even the Iniquity of our Holy 
Things would be our Ruin, Job. 9. 15. The? J 
were Righteous, yet would I not anſwer, but make 
my Supplication to my Judge. A ſenſible Believ- 
er would not be found in any Righteouſneſs 
of his Our for a World: For it is but a de- 
filed and defeive, not a ſinleſs and perte 
Righteouſneſs, 

(a) Therefore there is a neceſſity of having ano- 
ther and a betterRightecuſneſs than our own where» 
in to appear before GO D. Now there is no 
other Righteouſneſs bur that of JESUS 
CHRIST, which will ſtand us in any ſtead 
at the great Day; if we have not this Righte- 
oulneſs upon us, we ſhall never be able to ftand 
beſore the awtul Tribunal of the great GO , 


who 


— 
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who is ſo holy that he cannot look upon Siny 
or Sinners in themſelves, without Indignation- 

If we have not on us the Wedding Garment, the 
Garment of our Elder Brother, we ſhall Gland 
ſpeechleſs at the Great Day. If we be not ſtript 
of our fil:by Garments, and cloathed with Change 
of Raiment, even the beſt Robe, we ſhall not be 
accepted of our heavenly Father, but ſhall be 
found naked, and expos'd to Shame before An- 
gels and Men 5 hence our LORD counlels us 
to buy of him White Raiment, that we may 
be cloathed, and that the ſhame of our Naked- 
neſs do not appear, Rev. 3. 18. Our firſt Fa- 
ther Adam being ſenſible of the dreadful Preſence 
of an angry GOD, and the wanting of 2 
better Righteouſueſs then his own, fled from the 
Preſence of the Lord, and hid himſelf among the 
Trees of the Garden. And thus it will be with 
us at the Great Day of Judgment, if we be 
found in our own Righteouſneſs. Paul being 
ſenſible of this, Counts all his Righteouſneis 
Loſs and Dung, that he may win CHRIS I, 
and be found in him, not having, ſays he, mine 
own Righteouſneſs, which is of the Lau, but 
that Which is through the Faith of CHRIST, 
the Righteouſneſs which is of GO D by Faith, 
Phil. 3. 8, 9. He knew he was loſt and undone 
to all Intents and Purpoſes, if he depended up- 
on any Righteouſneſs of his own, ſhort of the 
righteouſneſs of CHRIST ; here he deſired 
to be found, in this City of refuge he would 
ſhelter himſelf, that he might be hid in the Day 
of GOD's Anger. 


C2 2. Which 
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II. Which brings me to the next thing to be, 
enquir'd into, i. e. HhartRighteonjueſs of CHRIST 
it 15 which is made ours. 

Now here it will be necefſlary to conſider 
CHRIST as to his Two Natures, his God- 
bead, and his Mankeod ; which tho' they are 
plainly to be difizguiſhed, yer impoſſible to be 
divided. To each of theſe Natures belongeth 
a Righteouſneſs, whichR ighteouſneſs is Eſſential 
to that Nature, ſo that it is as eaſie to cauſe the 
Nature to be extin&, as to ſeparate righteoul- 
neſs from it; As he was G O D, he was Righte- 


ous, yea, Righteouſneſs it ſelf; it is as 


impoſſible for GO D not to be Righteous, as not 
to be; he is the Righteous Lord who loveth 
Righteouſneſs .As he was Mau he was an 2 
ous alſo, being blameleſs and without Spot, 
free from all Imputation of Sin, hence he chal- 
lenges the Jews, which of you convinceth me 
of Sin, Jon 8. 46. In all his Life he was un- 
blameable, and unreproachable, Spotleſs, and 
free from all Infection of Sin, 1. Pet. 1. 19. a Lamb 
without Blemiſh, ard without Spot, Heh. 7, 26. 
holy, harmleſs, undefiled, ſeparare from Sinners, 
As to Origral Sin, he had nore in him, J 3. 5+ 
And as to attual Sin, he never did or ſpoke any 
evil, 2. Pet. 2. 22. Nay, he never ſinned fo 
much as in Thought, but was abſolutely, and 
in all reſpe&s without Sin, Heb. 2. 15. 

Some alto ſpeak of a Righteouſneſs which 
conſiſts in the Laien of both Natures, which was 
eſſential to his being capable of the Media- 
tory Office which he was intruſted " 
| | ut 
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But in none of theſe Sences is ke called the Led 
our Righteouſneſs : Becauſe we are not made par- 
| takers ot thele Righteouſueſſes, none of chem are 
put upon us, ſo as we are made Righteous there- 
dy: For they are eſlential to his Natures and 
Offce, and ſo cannot be communicated to another - 
For if he part with his flit Righteouſneſs, he 
parts with his Godbead ; if he parts with his 
ſecond Righteouſnels, he parts with the Purity of 
his Manhood ; if he parts with the third 
he parts with that Perfection which Capa-» 


| citates him for the Office of a Mediator; yer 


each of theſe has their Uſe ulr-ſs to us, to ren- 
der that Righteouſneſs which is made ours effica= 
cious for our Juſtitication. Ihe R ightegulncis of 
his Godhead gives Virtue, the Righteouſneſs of 
his Manhood gave Capacity, and the Righteout- 
of his Office gave Authority to that Righteouſnels 
which is made ours, as one expretl-s it, but 
now this Righteouſneſs of Chriſt waich is made 
ours, is a Rightecuſnels of Performance; and 
this is either imputed” or imparted, the one for 
our Juſtification, the other tor our Saul Zi fi ation, 
1. There is animputed righteouſneſs which is 
ours for J:/tifi-atioa : His whole Obedience te 
the Law of G O D, both attive and paſſive, 
that which he did and ſ:fered, as being in the 
room and place of Sianers is imputed to them 


for their Juſtification » For as all the Sins of 
his People were laid upon him, and he ſtood 
in their Law-Place, and ſacisſied divine Juſtice 
in their room and ſtead, ſo what he did and ſuf- 
ſered is as really accounted theirs, as if the y bad 
P | One 
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done ond ſuffered it in their own Perſons. This 
is a Righteoutneſs CHRIST had no need of 
either as God or Man, or as Mediator with 


reference to himſelf, and therefore it is made 


over unto his People. This is that the Apoſtle 


ſpeaks of, Rom. 5. 19. As &y one Max's Di ſobe- 


dience many were made Sinners : So by the Obedience 
of one ſhall many le made Righteous. As we were 
doubly indebred to G OD, ſo Chriſt performed 
a two-fold Obedience for us; as rational Creatures 
we owed perfect Obedience, and as fu Crea- 
tures we owed Erernal Sufferings ; the Firſt is 
a Debt to GO D's Holineſs, and the Second is 


a Debt to his Juſtice. Now CHRIST ful | 


filled all righteouſneſs for us in both reſpects, 

1. His active Obedience is one Part of our 
Righteouſneſs. The LORD JES Us in his 
own Perſon, while he was here upon Earth did 
fully obey the Law, perfectly conform to it in 
all its holy Commands; which perfect Obedi- 
ence to the Law is made over, reckoned, and 
imputed to his Members, as if they themſelves 
had in their own Perſons performed it- | 

Hence faith the Apoſtle, Rom. 8. 3, 4. Fir 
what the Law could not do in that it was weak 
thro* the Fleſh, G O D ſending his own Son, in the 
likeneſs of fiaful Fleſh, and for Sin condemned Sin 
in the Fleſh, that the Rrghteouſueſs of the Law might 
be fulfilled in us. 


The Righteouſneſs of the Law is not fulfilled 


in Bclievers ſubjefrvely, inherently, and perſonally, 


but legally and imputatively, they being in 


CHRIST az their Covenant, Head, and 


Surety z | 
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Crety 3 hence it's ſaid, that the Righteouſneſs 
of the Law might be fulfilled in us, not by u. 
Now there is but two ways whereby the Law 


can be fulfilled, either by Believers themſelves, 


or ſome other; but ſeeing Believers cannot do 
it by themſelves, it muſt be done by CHRIS 

for them, and imputed to them. Now CHRIST 

in his active Obedience fulfilled the Law of GOD 
in every Branch of it; he walked in all the 

Commandments of GOD; he performed per- 

fectly, both in Word and Deed, whatſoever the 
Law required; his whole Life was a conſtant 


Courſe of Obedience; he was Obedient unto 


Death, Phil. 2. 8. Or anti! Death, as ſome 


render it. Thus he told John Baptiff, that it 
became him to fulfil all Righteouſneſs, Matt, 3» 
15. 

* His Paſſive Obedience is another Part of our 
Righteouſneſs, i. e. the Sufferings o HRIST'S 
Soul, and Body; the curſed Death which he 
under went upon the Croſs; there it was that 
our Sins were laid on him, and he bare the 
Puniſhment of them, even that Wrath and 
Curſe, which otherwiſe ſhould have been bora 
by us, 1 Pet, 3. 18. CHRIST alſo hath once 
ſuffered for Sins, the juſt for the unjuſt, Chap. 2. 
24. bo his own ſelf bare our Sins in his own Bo- 
dy, on the Tree : For the Lord laid on him the 
Iniquity of us all, Iſa. 53. 6. The Sins of 
all his People, paſt, preſent, and to come, was 
imputed unto CHRIST, and he ſuffered Pe- 
nal, tho* not Local Hell for them. His Death 
Was in the nature of a Propitiation; the 2 


ts) 


that was due to vs for our Sins, and for the 


Fat isfaction of Divine Juſtice, was laid upon 


him; He ſuffered the Puniſhment of Senſe, which 
made him cry out my Soul is exceeding ſor- 
rowful, even urto Death, And the Puniſh- 
ment of Loſs, which made him cry out, my 
GOD, my GOD, why haſt thou forſaken me; 
hence the Apoſtle ſays, Rum. 3.25. That GOD 
hath ſet him forth to be a Propitiation, through 
Faith in bis Blood, to declare his righteouſneſs 
for the Rcwiſſion of Sins that are paſt. 

"CHRIST having died and ſuftered, Pardon 
is procurcd, and this righteouſneſs declared, 
and there is a further Maniſeſtation of it in 
his Reſurrection and A ſcention, Rom. 4 25. N 
was delitered for our Offences, and was raiſed as 
gain for aur Juſtification, John 16: 10. We are 


"_— 


told the Spirit ſhall reprove or convince the World of | 


righteouſneſs, becanſe J go to my Father, and ze ſhall 
ee We no more, | 
Now this active and paſſive Obedience of 
CHRIST did Two things for us, it ſatisfied, 
and it merited, and tho' theſe Two are nor to 
be ſeparated, yet I humbly conceive there is a 
difference to be made between Satisfaction and 
Merit · Sati faction hath Relation to ſomerhivg 
paſt, which Juſtice required him to make m 


penſation for, Merit ſeems to have relation io 
fomething to be enjoy'd for the time to come, 


which a Price is paid for; as a Man may not on- 
13 to ſatisſie a Creditor for another 
an's Debt, but alſo purchaſe for him an In- 


beritance, ſo CHRIS 2 hath not only par 
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the Debt of Sinners, but puchas'd Grace ard 
Glory for them. As there were two things 
Which the Law requiied or demand: d, vis. 
perfect Conformity to it Cn manddan Si ſadli- 
on, or ander;:01 g i $ Hendl uon te Violation . 
of it, ſo our LORD JESUS CHRIST 
anſwered both the preceptive and mandateiy Part 
of the Law : He ſu filled it ac: velyj both as he 
Mun'd whatever Eu it prohibited, and alſo 
did whatever Good it enjoined 3 being originally 
and attually Holy, he acted all alorg in an 
exact and univerial Conformity to the Commands 
of the Law. "The pena! and minzatory Part he 
fulfilled piſively, by bearing its Curie when he 
dy'd up n the Crofs. By the latter he ſatisfied 
divine Juſtice afeavhat was paſt, making full 
Expiation for Sin, whereby we are freed from 
Guilt and Condemnation 3 by the former he 
meritt ed for the Time to come, whereby we are 
intitled to Heaven; by both which a compleat 
Righteouſneſs is wrought out for his People. 
I. CHRIS T by his Paſſive Obedience 
hath anſwered the renal or vindictiue Part of the 
Law, being made a Curſe, and ſo undergoir g 
what the Law threatned. He hath ſatisfied 
Divine Juſtice for our Breach of the Law 
both original and aitual, which could nat have 
been done ary other way ; the Blood of B Ils 
and Goars, Bill cks and Rams, could not take 
away Sin, for then CHRIS T might have 
been ſpared, all the Beaſſs of the Foreſis, and 
Cattle upon 5 thouſand Hills being his; buy 


Juſtice weld not be pleaſed with Thouſan 
* 5 of 
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of Rams or with Ten Thouſand Rivers of Oyl z 
nay, if a Man had given his Firſt born for his 
Tranſgreffion, and the Fruit of his Body for the 
Sin of his Soul, all would have fallen infinitely 
Mort of anſwering the Demands of Divine Juf- 
rice ; but CH RI ST being an [-fiaite Perſon, 


- hath made compleat Satisfaction t © Intinite Juſtices 


The Dignity of his Perſon put Virtue and 
Value into his Sacrifice, ſo that now GOD 


Is well pleaſed with him for his Righteouſneſs 


Sake, Juſtice ſeeing the Travail of his Soul is 
Tatisfied. Thus hath he condemned Sin in t 
Fleſh, and removed the Curfe and Wrath © 
G OD from his People, Gall. 3. 10. 13. I is 
faid curſed is every one that continueth not in all 
things, which are written in the Book of the Law to 
do them; but CHRIST hath redeemed us 
from the Curſe of the Law, being made a 
Curſe for us; for it is written, curſed is every 
one that hangeth on a Tree. 

Yeu ſee he hath by his Peath and Satisfacti- 
on procured our Diſcharge ard Abſclution from 
the peralties of the Law, which we deſervec 
by our Tranſgreſſion; for as he became Obe- 
dient to Death, even the Death of the Croſs, 
Jo by that Obedience we are pardoned, and 


freed from Guilt and Wrath, Hell and Dame 
nat ion, Job 33. 24. Then he is gracious unto him, 
and ſaith, deliver him from going doun to the Pit. 
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How comes this about? I have found a Ran-!“ 


and reckon the Righteouſneſs of CUTIES 
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Jom (ſays he) and Verſe 26. He will render t6|\ 
Man his Righteouſneſs, i. e. he will impute 
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fo the poor humbled Sinner. 

I. CHRIS IT by his Active Obediencs 
bath anſwered the mandatory and preceptive Part 
of the Law. and fo hath merited for his People. 
To which End he was made under the Law, 
* or ſil-je& to the Law, bound and obliged in 
» | gill things to conform to its Righteouſneſs, not. 
d only as a Mun and Creature, but as a Mediator. 
d, and. Surety of his People. 
ſs Indeed if CHRIST had been only ſubs 
is | je& to the Law as a Man, and ſo bound for 
4 himſeifro do what he did, his Obedience could 

not have been made over to others, or merited 

1 | for others, becauſe ic would have been a due 
Debt, and for himſelf: but ſeeing he obeyed 
tO not as meer Man, but as God-Mau, fo it bes 
as | came meritorious jor others. | 
A And indeed this Active Obedience was ne= 
Ty | ceflary, inaimuch as our Righteouſneſs and Ti- 
| tle to Eternal Life does indiſpenfibly depend 
t= | npon it for unleſs the Law had been fulhlled, 
MW þ we could have had no Title unto Eternal Lile 
ee | by the ve Obedience ot CRIST a Pcrion 
de- might have been pardoned, and ſaved from Hell, 
Ss | and yet not taken into Heaven, but have been 
nd Þ annihilated 3 but by the Aclive Obedien.e of 
m- CHRIST Eternal Glory is merited, and 
his Pecpie in due time put into the Erjoy- 
| ment of it, Titus 3. 7. Zhat being juſtified by his 
| Grace, we ſhould be made Heirs, according to the 
Hope of Eterual Life. 

The Condition of the Old Covenant was, de 
Lire; and this remains ſtill in Force, un- 
3 A 8 2 
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it be perform'd we cannot hope for Eters 
11. Tor. 6. 9. The Unrighteous ſhall 
inherit the Kingdom of GOD. It is only 
' who are j Ititied, that hall be glorified, 
8 30. Now, tho GOD do not exact 
he Sianer in his own Perſon, periect Obes 
ce to the [aw as tie Condition of Liſez 
ne will have the thirg dope either by or for 
S nner, eit er by bimfelt, or his Surety for | 
| or elſe ne Life Rim 16 4. 5- Chriſt is 
| End 9 the Low 07 Rite. ſu fs to every one 
believeth. Fir Mets def ribeth the Righte- 
1 's which is of the Law, that the Man which 
| 
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b.fe things ( all live by them. 

„ tho? theſe Two, his Active and Paſ- 
| bedience with the End of them are to 
noviſh:d, vet by no means to be ſeparated ; 
e one without the other could not have 
Fi t out a perlect Righteouſneisfor us .This 
1 ighteouſneſs of Juſtification wrought by 
I 7. and imputed to Believers 

gere is an imparnced Righteouſnels which 


+4 
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! s for Sanc ii fl ation. The other was the 
T8 Robe, this is the Inner R be. Ihe other 
i e Red R be of his imuted Kightcouſreſy 


is the White Robe af 1iherent Holineſs, der 
1 from C RIS T, and wrought in the 
: rts of his People, called by ſome the 
if reouſnels of Inplantatium; by which if 
'q ita Work of Grace, the Root of the Mat) 
1 2 Principle of Holineſs in the Heart, 
| 
| 


1 difceyers it felf in the Life and Con- 


#1} tion; hence the Church is ſaid to be af 
gloriouf 
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Norious within; and her cloathing to be of 
wrought Gold, Pſa” 45. 13. There is a Righ* 
teouſneſs within, as well as without, in which 
Believers ſhall be preſented before the Preſence 
of the Father: For without holineſs no Man 
ſhall ſee the Lord. 
Nor there is a Stock of Grace and Hol'neſs 
laid up in CH K [ST for this very Pur oſe, 


to be given out to thoſe that come for it. Hi 


ther it was t at D wid fed for Sanctiher: ion, 
under the decavs of Grace, Pal. 51 7. to. 
Purge me with H ſſp and I ſhill be chan* Waſh 
we and I (hill e whites th in Snow, Create in me 
a cleum Heart O CON, and rene a right Spirit 
within me. 

And Soul, doſt thou want Grace ? purifying 
Grace! Sanctifyiog Grace? Would thou be 
more Holy in Heart, and in Life and Conver- 
ſation ? Go to CHRIS F, whois of GOD 
made unto his People ſancti fit ation, 1 Cor. 1. 
30. He is the Fountain of ali Grace, and of his 
*ulne(s have we received, and Grace for Grace. 
"herefore if you have ſavingly cloſed in with 
im, you may reckon your ſelves to have an In- 
cereſt in this Righteouſneſs as well as the o- 
ther, Rom. 6. 11. Likewiſe reckon your ſelves 
to be dead indeed unto Sin; but alive unto 
30D throvgh jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Chriſt 
being the Head and you the Body, he will 
communicate Holinets unto you: For as we 
nave an imputed K ighteouſneſs from him for 
vhich GO U doth juftitie us, ſo with this we 
avec a derived aad camnuneared Righteouſneſs 
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Thich is within us, viz. a Communication ol 


tle Divine Nature to us; tho” the former is 


what is chiefly intended in our Text, and what | 


I ſhall have an Eye to in what follows. 
III. The Taird Head propos'd is to ſhew 
this Righteouireſs oft CHRIST becomes Our 
1. This Righceouſnes becomes Ours by the 
Ordiratuon, Appointment, and Gift of GOD 


Herce it is called the Righteouſneſs of GO D- 


Becauſe as it was wrought out by Chriſt 


who is GO P, ſo it is the Righteouſneſs which | 
G O D hath crdained and appointed for our | 


| 0x mf re Rom. 3. 21. Chap. 10. 3. Phil. 3. 9. 
is Fightcouſneſs of Juſtification is not a 
Righteouireſs inherent in us, but freely beſtou- 
ed upon us, and given to us by GOD the Fa- 
tber; hence it is calied the Ciſt of Righteouſ- 
neſs, Rim. 5. 15, 16, 17. Unis is not a Gar- 
went of our own maki g, but made for and 
beſtowed upon us. It is the Righteouſneſs of 
CHRIST as wrought out by him, and & 
Eeliever as given to lum, or imputed and reckon- 
er unto hin for i ighteouſneſs, 1 Cor. 1. 30 
V ho is of GO D made unto us Righteouſnets, 
1. e. G O D the Father made him ovec to us 
as ſucn, and accepts of his Obedience as if it 
were our own. This Imputation, tho* it may 
be reckoned a Netion and Invention of Men, 
yer it is the Way wherein the Holy Ghoſt ex- 


2 it, Rom. 4. 6. even as David alſo deſcri- 
beth the Bleſſedneis of the Man unto whom | 


GOD in;puteth K ighteouſneſs without Works, 


Vezle 11. that Righteoutuels might be impey | 
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ted to them alſo. And indeed this Righreouſ- 


neſs can be of no adrantage to us till it become 
Ours, till it be made over to us by 30 , 
Rev. 19. 8. Aud to her it was granted that ſhe ſh1uld 
he array d in fine Linnen Clean and I ite For tne 
fine Linnen is the Righteoulne's of the Saints. 
2. This Righteouſneis becomes vurs by virtue 
of our Union with CHRIS I Beides tho 
myſtical Union there is betveen CHRIS U 
and Believers, ſome of our “ Divines ſpeak of a 
legal Union, ſuch an Union as there is berweers 
the principal Delter and the Surety who hath 
undertaken for him and paid his Debt, the Law 
8 them but as one; Wuat Payment the 
arety hath made for the Debter in his Name, 
and firmly made over unto him, the Law ac 
counts it as if the Debter himſelf had payed 
it; and diſchargeth him thereupon as if it 
had been his own Perſonal Act and Deed - 
Becauſe of that intimate relation or Oneneſs, 
that there is betwixt them in the Eſtimation 
of the Law, Such an Union there is between 
| CHRISTandhis Pe pie, he is our Sponſor 
or Surety, and ſo in Law one Ferſon with us, 
(Heb. 7. 22.) And his Obed e ce being not that 
of a Private but Pablick Perlon and our Re- 
preſentative, therefore, by his Suff_rings and 
Satisfaction, he hath payed whatever we owed 
to Divine Juſtice 5 when he engaged with the 
Father on our Behalf, we may ſuppoſe his Lan- 
-Zuape like that of Paul to Fhilemon concerning 
Oneſimus, I} thoſe for whom I have undertaken, 
Sath wronged thee, or owed thee ought, put that ou 
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Wine accornt, I will reray it, Phi Venibn wer. 1 
Now he ſanding in our Room, and ſuft 

in our ſtead, what he did and ſuffered is 
oned curs by Virtue of the Union betwee; 

As all the Pebts or Riches of a Perſon ma 

ed to another, becomes his or hers, ro wl 

he or ſheis married, ſo in this Caſe. As 4 
was our publick Head and Repreſentative 
tho" we did not perſonally eat of the ſorbic 
Fruit, yet we legally did, and G O D moſt r1 
teouſly reckons us guilty of it as if we had d 
the Fact in our own Perſons: Becanſe we u 

in him not only zaturally as our natural R 
and common Parent, but legally as our fede 
Head and Repreſentative. Now CHRISY1 
the Second Adam is a head communicating tb 
his Seed no leſs then the firſt Adam was to his 
Poſterrry, ard therefore by virtue of this Union 
his Righteouſneſs becomes ours, Rom. 5.18.19 
Yea, it is by virtue of this Union, that there. 
is an interchangirg of Names between Chriſt 
and his People; they are called CHRIST, r. 
Cor. 12.12. Ard the L ORD our Righteous 
veſs; the very N?we by which he is called in 
our Text, Jer. 33. 16. This is the Name 


wherewith Sie hall be called the LORD 
our Righteouſneſs. 


Union is the Ground of Imputation, and ws 


can expect no ſhare in the Righteouſneſs of 
CHRIST, unleſs we be fift in him, 2. 


Cor. 5- 21. Shews there is a charge of Perſons 
between CHRIST and us in this great Af 
fair; for he hath made him to be Sin for as 
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who knew no Sin; that we might be made the 
Righteouſneſs of GO Din him, 


3. This Righteouſneſs comes to be ours by 
Faith. Faithis an Inſtrument te aporehend that 
which juſtifieth, even CH KIS T and his O- 
bedience. | 

As the [ſrazlites ſtung with fiery Serpents were 
cured, ſo are we jute: Now the 1/raelites 
did nothing at all but look to the Brazen Ser- 
pent, 10 are we to do nothing at all for our 
Juſtification, but fix the Eyc of our Faith up- 


dn CHRIS T. TheBankrupt pays the Debt 


by accepting the Payment made by the Surety- 


And in this Senſe it is I underitard we are ſaid 


to be juſtified by Faith, ard that Faith is ſaid 
to be imputed to, Abraham for Righteouſneſs, 
which is not to be underſtood of it as our A, 
for fo it is as a filthy Rag and Dung, but as 
it is the moſt fit and proper Organ and luſtru= 
ment to receive and lay hold upon the Righte- 
ouſneſs of CHRIST; as it is a Friend's 
Gift that evricheth me, and not my taking it 


into my Hand, ſo it is the Righteouſneſs of 


CHRIST that juſtifieth me, and not Faith 
as my Act. And yet it is Faith, and not Hope, or 
Love, or any other Grace, that is the proper 
Inſtrument to receixe and apply this Righte- 
ouſneſs to us, Rom. 5. 11. Le alſo jo) in God, 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom we have 
now received the Aioncment. "This is the Wey that 
Paul would be juſtified, as knowing that hHaith 


is the ordained Means of actual Intereſt in, and 


ſaving Benefit by his Blood and Righteon!neſs, 
„ie E 


4 2 . . 3 i 


( 35) 
P. 3. 9. and we read of Faith in his Blood, 
Rm. 3. 35: wm 

This Righteouſreſs indeed is white Ravment 
keauti ul ard glorious Apparel, but it will never | 
cover our rnakedreis unleſs it be put on 
ard we be cloathed therewith ; now this is put 
op by Faith. on cur Part, Rom. 13. 14. put e 
on the Iurd Feſu Chrift, Rom. 3. 22. jor by bim 
all that beli ve are j ftif d from all things, from 
ul ich ye could not be juſtified by the Law of Moles, 
AA 13. 39. 

IV. The 4th thing is to ſpeak of the Proper« 
ties of this Kighre: utreis. | 

Ard I ſhall only meition tuo as comprehend - 
ing mary others in them, | 

I. It is a perfect and compleat Righteouſneſs, 

It is fo tull ard perfect, fo adequate to all 
the demands of the Law, that the Law could 
not but ſay I have enough, 1 am fully ſatisfied 
J can ak ro more. The Righteouſnels 
CHRIST is every way as Ing and as broad 
as the Law of GO U, and ſo is a compleat 
ard perfect Rightecuſneſs; there is no defect ot 
Faw in it, nothing a-wanting to make us happy 
here and hereafter ; 1 have ſeen an end of all 
Perfection; (tays rhe Pſalmiſt) but thy Com- 
mandwent is exceeding broad, Pſal. 119. 96. 
when we bring Our own Obedience to rhe 
Froad Command of G OD we find it comes 
far ſhort of anſwering its Timentions ; but 
CHRIS I' Obedicnce is proportionable and 
ar ſwerable the eun o: So .that tho? we come 


Mort in our ſelves we ſhall both in 2 
1 
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Performance be preſented compleat in hin, C 
2 10. i. e /ully and per eh Righteous 5 you 
need no more to render you the Qujects of. 
divine Acceptance? For he 1$ well plealed for 
his Righ eouſnels (ike. This is my beloved 
Sen ({ays he) in waom I am well pleaſed, Mat. 
3 17. and he hath made us accepted in the be- 
Joved, Erh. 1. 6, 2. It is an everlaſting Righ- 
te ouſneſs tis everlaſting in the Counſels of it, 
and will be everlaſting in the Conſequences of it. 
Tie Author of it is the everlaſting Father. and 
it is of everlaſtiag Virtue : For he is able ta 
fave to the urtermoſt all that come unto GO 2 
by him, to the uttermolt of G O D's Mercy, 
and the Sinner's Miſery, to the uttermoſt Ur 

ration ot Time, and to the uttermolt Ages of 
Ereraity, Dau. 9 24. he is ſaid to make an End 
of Sin, and to bring ia cverlaſtingRizhceoulnels, 
G O D mignc juſtly have made an end of Sin 
ty making an Er d of the S1nrer, but he hath 
found out ſuch a way as to ſave Siarers, by 
providing aRig"r-ouſneſs which is of infinite and 
eternal Virtue: For, as G O D from all Eter- 
pi'y immutably purpoſed in himſelf to belto.F 
this Righteouſneſs upon all his Peopl., fo he 
will never ab liſb ic and lay it aſide; but it is 
a Rig'iteruſncils wich ſhail cxriuue when theie 
Viſtole H-avens are vaniith.4 away, and this 
Earth dill \lve4 : Even in the new Heavens and 
new Earth, which we lock for, wherein ſha'l 
dwell this Righteouſneſs for ever, Ja 51 6. 
Lift up your Eyes to the Heavens, and lock upon the 
Earth leneatb: For the Heavens ſpall vaniſh away 
hike Smoke, aud the Earth (ball wax old like a Ga. 
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nent, and they that dweit therein ſhall dye in Tiks 
manner But my Salvation ſpall be for ever, aad 
my Righteouſucys ſpall ust be aboliſhed. 


The Application, 


1. Uſe is for Infurmatin, and from hence 
we may learn thele foliowing things. 

1. The great {;zorance and Filly of moſt 
Perſons in the World, who take up with any 
thing ſhort of the Righteouſneſs of CH R S T, 
for Ju:.11cation and Salvation. 

Mary depend upon the mere Mercy of G O D, 
not conlidering that he is jaſt as well as merciful, 
and that we muſt have a Righteouſneſs ſome 
where or other, or we are miſerable. 

Others depend upon their being the Crea- 
tures of G O0 D, the workmanſhip of his own 
Bands, not c-1nfiderirg they are not ſuch Crea- 
tures as GO D at firſt made them, but Ene- 
mies and Rebels to his Laws, and ſo are far 
ſrom being the Objects ot his Mercy in them- 
ſelves-. We have a remarkable Place to this 
Purpoſe, Ila. 27. 11. r it is a People of no Un- 
ger funding: therefore be that mad? them will not 
bade Mercy on them, and he that formed them will 
ew them no Fivvur. 

Others depend upon their Morality, think- 


ing thereby to patch up a Righteouſneſs of their 
own; for there is a natural propenſity in Man 
to the Works of the Law;the Veſſel ſavours of 

the Liquor that was firſt put into it. 
Being convinced that they have offended and 
wronged 
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| Mew are, Extiriimers, Urjufl, Adulterers, or even 
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| wronged GOD), the next thing is to berake 


themſelves to do ſomething whereby they may 
irgratiate themſelves with him, and make him 
amends for the wrong they have done him and 
when they have done ſome good thing, there 
they reſt and rely, and hope to have Salvation 
for it. How common is it to hear ſuch Lan- 
guage as this, we hope to be ſaved as well as 
others, we do no body any harm, we live qu- 
etly among our Neighoours, we pay every one 
their own, we wrong no body either by Word 
or Deed, we are charitable to the Poor, aad 
go conſtantly to Churcn, &c. why all theſe 
are good in their Place, but if you depend up- 
on theſe for Salvation, and think thereby to ob- 
tain the Favour of GO D, Pardon of Sin, 
and Heaven, you wili meet with a great Dit 
appointment ; for cae Phariſees did more than 
all this, and yet our LO « D tays, that ex- 


cept your Righrtevuſnels exceed rhe Righte- 


ouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, ye (hall in 
no Caſe enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, 


Mat. 5. 20. They were in a great meaſure free 
from groſs Iaormitiet, and performed a great 


many good Mus, but tliey made a Righteout= 
nels of them, and ſh ipod all, Luke 18. 9, 
10, 11, 12. He ſpake this Parable unto certain 
which truſted in themſelves that they wore rithteous, 
and deſpiſed others. Tuo Men went up into the Iem- 
ple to pray; the one a Phariſee, and the other a Pub- 
tican ; the Phariſee flood and praved thus with hin- 
felf, G O D I thaich thee, that I am not as other 
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4 he Publi-an, I fat twice in the Teh, I pivd | 
Tithe of all that I p. The Jews reſted | 
h-re, bit mer with a Difappoiatment, Rom. g, 
39 31, 32. What ſhall we ſay then? Thar the, 
G-1:ues wwcn folowed not af.er Righteouſ. 
nete, have attained to Riohteouſnelk, even 
the Nigre uſnefs which is of Faith; but 
\.ael which fo.lowed after the Law of Righte« 
ouine's, 1:ch nat attained tothe Law of R. ghte- 
ois, AN nerefore? Becaule theylought it 
n>t oy Faith, but as it were by the Works of 
tue Lu for t ey (tumbled at that Stu ubling 
Stone. i. e. JESUS CHRIST. 

And to wih it fare with all Self Fuſticiaries at 
the great Diy ; for nothing ſhort of the Righte- 
ontneſts of CH RIST will do, Gal. 2 16. 
Kiuowing that a Man is mit juſtified by the W rk 
of the Law, but b, the Faith f Feſus Chriſt, — 
wen we have believed in Jeſus Chriſt ; that we 
might b- 11h fed by the Faith of Chriſt, aud 1 
t, the Wks 0, the Law. 

2 Learn the wonderful Conde ſcen- 
tion of God the Father to us, in providing 
ſuch a Righteouſneis for us who have none of 
our own. lt is wonderf1l . Condeſcen- 
on and Love! Taar tho” he will have his Ju 
te ſotistied, yet he will diſpenſe fo far with 
tu- Offender, as not to demand SaristaCtion 
from himſel, bit will allow the Subſtitution af 
a S:rety to make Sitisfaction, is not here Grace 
indeed ! that he ſhould this contrive the Sa- 
tisfaction, and give his own Son to make it. 
Su 1poie he would have ac:epted 2 Satisfaction, 
yet ac mighc have letc it to the Otflender, 0 
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have found the Way and Means of making it; 


but herein is Love | That G O D ſhavid pitch 


upon his own Sen, to die and ſuffer, in oder 
to make vatisfaction to divine ue fr us; 


ard that he ſhould accept of his © ience &S 
s Righteoulnels fir ws, and not fur Angels; 


that he ſhould trarflate ovr Sirs from us to 


CHRIS J, and exz& full Payn ert at his 
Hands, when he was under ro Obl'gation to 
us more than the allen Angels, Lut might have 


| honoured juſtice in the Damir ation of buth a= 


hke, is not this diſting:nſhng Love and 
Grace indced | 1 7m 4. 9 10. In this was 
maviſelied the Live of GO D towards us, be- 
cauie that G O D ſent his only begotten Son 
into the World, that we might live throvg 1 
him. #HÞrein is Love, not tnat we ioved G OD, 
but that he |. ved us, and ſent his Sin to be 


the Prepitiation for our Sins, Rom, 5. 8. But 


GO D commended his Love trow+rds us, in that 
while we were yet dinners CHKILST died 
Kr us. 

3. Learn bou juſtice ad Merey are reconci- 
led, and are with infinite Wildom glorified in 
the Accompliſhment of Mar's Redemption aud 
Salvation by JESUSCHRIST. 

We may ſuppole a Conteſt between Ju7ice 
and Mercy about the Salvation of Sinners whom 
GOD fore ſaw would plunge themieives into 
a woful Cordition 3 Juſtice pleading for their 
Deſtruction, Mercy pleading for their Salvation; 
Juſtice cries out the dinner has violated the Law, 
Febelled agaiat Heaven, trampled . upan 

; | Gooducls, 
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' Goodriefs, and injured me, and Imuſt and wit 

be ſatistfied, to Hell che Sinner mult go, aud 
ſuffer it Vergcarce of çterral Fire. le 
true, fays Mercy, I acknowledge the Charge i 
juſt, Man hath by his Sin greatly wronged thee, 
and purged himfelf into a miſerable State 
ard Conditicn, but if he be damned whar will 
become of me, how ruſt I be glorified > The 
Argels ſinned and fell, and'I was not glorified 
by their Redemption, there was no Mercy for 
them but Wrath ard Vengeance, and if Man 
fall a Sac1it.ce to Juſtice, 1 ſhall be buried in 
Ol ſcurity ard Obliviin. 

No, 1ays ir tinite Wiſdom, I have found out a 
way tor your Reconciliation, whereby you ſhall 
meet together in a ſweet Harmony; I have 
found out ſuch a way whereby Jr ftice ſhall be 
ſatisfied by the Sacrifice cf the Son of G O D, 
in the 200m and ſtead of poor Sinners: 
The utmoſt Farthing ſhall be paid to | 
it, a more compleat and plenary Satisfac- 
tion than ever Man could have made, had 
be ſuffered to Eternity, and by this means 
Mere) ſhall be glorified in* the full and free 
| pardon of Sinners; and how was this, but by 
CHRIS To becoming our Righteouſneſs. Had 
Sinners been ſaved without SatigfatHon, Ju frice 
had becn wrorged, and had the Sinner him- 
lelf been the Sacrifice, Mercy could not have been 
diiplaycd ; but now by this Kighteoufneſs of 
CHRIS J, Juſtice is paid in its Severities, 
and Mercy plezs'd in its Indulgencies. Thos 


Mercy and Truth are met together Righte- 
| oulnely | 
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| Gifneſs and Peace have kiſſed each other; Bſat, 


$5. 10. Here we have the wonderful Contri- 
vance of infiaite Wiſdom, whereby a bleſſed 
Harmony is procured among the Attributes 
and Perfections of G O D, which could have 
been done no other way then by this Righ- 

teouſneſs of Chriſt. 
4. Learn by what way and Means we come 
to be juſtified in the Sight of GOD, it is by 
CHRIS T's Obedience in his Life and Death] 
mai by which he fuifilled the Law 's Righte= 
ouſneſis, whereby we are juſtified. The Tran- 
lation of our Sins to, and their being laid up- 
en CHRIST, was held out evidently by 
me Sacrifices under the Law, wherein by con- 
fling their Sins with their Hands laid upon 
the Head of the Sacrifice, the Offenders paſ- 
ſed over their Offence before they could be diſ- 
charged; and this leads us ro CHRIST 
for our Juſtification * Becauſe our Sins are 
tranſlated from us to him before we can be 
Righteous ; and in the ſame Senſe that he 
was made Sin in the very ſame ſenſe, we are 
wade Righteous ; now he was made Sin for us 
by Imputation and not by Iufuffon ; he had no 
Sin in him, nor did he any Sin, but our Sins 
were laid upon him, and reckoned to him, and 
ſo his Righteouſneſs is ours by Imputation ; it 
is not a Righteouſneſs in us, but a Righteouſ- 
reis put upon v3 whereby we are juſtified, 
Ezek. 16. 14. y Beauty was perfect through my 
C meliueſi which Thad put upon thee ſaith the Lord God. 
5. Learn what Ground and Foundation 
F there 


1 
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there is for the Chriſtian's Conſolation and Trim 
umph under the greateſt Afflictions, yea, in the 
Hour of Death. There is ground of Comfort 
and Conſolation for poor diſtrefled Souls. Are 
your Conſciences perplexed with the guilt of 
Sin? Here is a Righteouſneſs whereby you | 
are juſtified, and ſanctified, which is ſufficient | 
to create Peace and Quiet of Conſcience, Rom. 5. 
1 Therefore being jut ted by Faith, we have Peace 
with G O D throngh our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Chriſt 
3s firſt King of Righteoulnets, and then King 
of Peace. Are you troubled and perplexed as 
bout the weakneſs of your Grace, as well as 
for the Strength of your Sin? Fly to this 
Sanctuary the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST; 
this cannot only cover your Sizs, but alſs the 
Imperfection of your Graces : For it is ſuch a 
Righteouſneſs as ſatisfies all the Demands of 
G O D's Juſtice, and nothing leſs can pacifie 
Conſcience; here is a Righteouſneſs too hard 
for all your Sins, Rom. 5. 20, 21. Here Sin 
abounded Grace did much more abound > That as 
Sin hath reigned unto Death, even ſo might Gract | 
reigu through Righteouſneſs, unto eternal Life by 
Jeſus Chrift our Lord. . 7. 
O then let the troubled Conſcience fly from 
the Sin that purſues it, to this ſecure Righ- 
teouſneſs: It is only this Righteouſneſs made 
| yours, that can ſcatter your Fears, and anſwer 
your Scruples. Joh. 14. 1- Igt not your Heart be 
groubled : Te believe in God believe alſo in me. 
Here's ground alſo for Triumph over all Ene- 
mies, Within and without, whatever Charge is 
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laid againſt you by Sin, Satan, and the World, 
Law, or Juſtice, under Afflictions, or upon a 
dying Bed, you may anſwer them all with this 
Righteouſneſs. »'The Apoſtle Paul did fo, Roms 
8. 33, 34. Mo ſhall lay any thing to. the charge of 
God's Ele ? I is God that juſlifethb who is be 
that condemneth ? It is Chriſt that died, yea ra- 
ther, that js riſen again, who is even at the right 
Hand of God, who alſo maketh Juterceſſien for us. 
CHRIS T having paid your Debt, and pro- 
.cured your Releaſe, who is he that can, nay, 
dare lay any thing to your Charge ſo as ro de- 
man d the Debt over again. 


II. Ute by way of Exnortat ion, as be exhor- 
ted. 
I. To diſclaim and difoun all Righteouſneſs 
of your own in point ot Juſtification : For 
there is no ſtanding before GO D in our own 
Righteouſneſs. Ihe moſt eminent Saints of 
GOD in all Ages have utterly diſclainied and 
diſouned their own perſonal Obedience in the 
point of Juſtification. They durſt not place 
confidence in the beſt of their Duties and Per- 
formances, as knowing that all their good 
Works through the whole Courſe of their Lives, 
tho* they have been never fo active for GO D, 
and uſeful in their Generation, yet all could 
not be a ſufficient Righteouſneſs to appear 
before GOD in Job 9. 20. If juſti my jelf 
my owns Mouth ſhall condema me: I jay I am 
" perfect, it ſball alſo prove me perverſe: Again 
Chap. 42. 6, I al bor my ſelf in Duſt and Aſbes *: 
Notwichſtanding all his glittering woral Fir- 
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Fer, and all his beſt performances, he loaths 
ed and abhorred himſelf, and yet bythe 
Teſtimony of G O D, there was not his equal 
gpon Earth. ; | 
So David a Man after G O D's own Heart, 
who fulfilled all the Will of GOD, cries out, 


k If thou Lord, fhouldeft mark [niquities : O Lord who © 


Fall flaud ? But there is forgiveneſs with thee : that 
thou mayeft be feared, Plal. 130. 3. 4. And Da- 
niel a Man Cf ſingular Integrity, a Man great- 


ly beloved of GOD, yet renounceth all Sz If- 


righteouſpeſs, and deſires to be heard and ae- 
cepted for the LO R D's Sake, 1. e. the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt's Sake, Dan. 9. 17. wer. 18. Hr 
we do not preſent our Sufplicaticus before thee for 
our Rightebuſne ſs, but for thy great Mercies. Paul 
allo who had as much to boaſt of, and glory in 
as any other (Perſon,) yet rencunceth all in 
point of Juſtification, Phil 3. 7, 8. But what 


| things were gain to me, thoſe I counted loſs for 


Chriſt, yea, doubtleſs and I count all things but bs, 
for the Excellency of the Knowledge of Chrift Jeſus 
my Lord: For whom Thave ſuffered the boſs of all 
things, and do Count them but dung that I may win 
Chriſt, What did he count Lois ? Not only 
the Evil that he had done, but the Good he had 
done; all his Duties, Priviledges and Performan* 
ces 3 yea, he counted them but Dung that he 
might win CHRIS I. Our on Performan= 
ties are to be eſtecmed Gold in Sanctification, 


but Dung to be abhorred in juſtification ; hear- 


ing, reading, praying, Meditation, Alms-giv= 
ang: and gthex acis of Religion and Devotion 
Are 
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neſs, nor ſo confident 
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"be 7 in Sancti fication, but they are of nd 


value in point of Juſtification- 
Take up all Duties in point of Performance, 


but lay them all down in point of Dependance x 


For tho you ſhould live in the neareſt Confor- 
mity to the Law, yet there would be ſome 
finful mixtures, in the moſt ſpiritual Duties, 


which would be enough to con ſemn you with= 


out the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST. 
2. Take hecd of mixing and joining any ek 


of your own with the Kighteouſneſs of Chri 


for your Juſtification. Tho' fome are not ſo 
bumble as to diſclaim all their awn Righteouf- 
as to ſay their own Acts, 
their Faith Repentance and Obedience, is their 
euangelical Righteouſneſs, yet they would make 
a mixture of their own and the Righteoulnefs 
of CHRIST together, i. e. they muſt do what 
they can, and CHRIST make out the reſt ; 
what elſe is the meaning of ſuch Expreſſions 
as theſę CHRIST hath made GOD re- 
concill&gd, that he hath rendred the Salvation of 
Men poſſible, &c. | 

And hence it is that ſo many poor Creatures 


are tugging at the Task of Repentance, Refor- 


mation and Obedience, thinking thereby to ſa- 
tistfy & O D for what they have done amiſs, as 
if they could recompence G O D or make bim 
amends for their Offences. Bur let me tell thee 
Soul, there is no covering will either protect 
thee from the wrath of 6 O D, or preſent thee 
and thy Duties acceptable with G O O, but this 
Righteouſneſs, Shouldelt thou make up a Co- 

yering 
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Righteouſneſs but What is of his own working, 
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(42) . = 
vering of the fineſt Duties or Works. of Riehts ; 
ouſneſs that ever was Spun by the fineſt Pa 
fee in the World; it would prove a Fig-leaf 
Covering which would have thee naked and ex- 
poled to the Shame of Angels and Men; and 
yer ſuch is the [znorance and Corruption of Man's 
Nature, that he is loch to {ſubmit to any other 
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either in whole or in part, Rom. 10. 3. For | 
they being ignorant of G O D's Righteouſneſs, 
and going about to eſtabliſh their own Righte- 
oulanels, have not ſubmitted themſelves to the 
Righceouſneſs of G O D. | 
3-IsCHRISTthe LORD our Rig 
teouſneſs, then let- us make it the Subject of cur 
Plea before GO, and our glorifying before 
the World, Pſal. 71. 15. 16. My Mouth ſal | 
Peu forth thy Righteruſneſs, I will go in the 
Strength of the Lord God,; I will make mention of | 
thy  Righteouſueſs, even of thine only, i. e. in a way 
of Prayer and Praiſe. | 
And what have we to dw, rejoice in, or boaſt 
of, but this Righteouſneſs only. This we find. 


to be the Frame of all the Iſf-ae! of GO D, Iſa. 


45. 24, 25. Surely (hall one ſay in the Lord hau 
I Righteouſueſs and Strength: In the Lord ſhall all | 
the Seed of Iſrael be juſtified, and ſhall gliry. You 
Nee the Faith of Believers Triumpbs and Rejoice 
in it, Iſa. 61.10. I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, 
my Soul ſhall be joyful iu my God ; 10x be hath cloatl- 
ed me with the Garment of Salvation. He hath c 
vered me with a Robe of Righteouſueſs as @ Bride 
 Eroom decketh himſelf with Ornaments, aud as N. 
5 8 | 
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Here it is that I deſire toreſt, and here would 
J-exhort you all to reſt for Juſtification, and 
Salvarion- And, | | 
4. Notwithſtanding all that hath been ſaid; 
F would earneitly preſs upon you the” practice of 
Holineſs : For tho GOD ca it not from 
in order to your Juſtification, yet it is ne- 
ceflary in order to glorify G O D, teſtify your 
Love and Gratitude to him, edify your Bre- 
thren, and diſcover your Juſtihcation to yout 
felves, and others. 15 
Great Aſpertions and Calumnies are caſt up- 
on this Doctrine, as if it tended to make Men 
careleſs, looſe, and profane, and as if it opened 
a wide Door to all Licentiouſneſs, and cut 
the Sinews of all Pety and Godlineſs: There- 
fore would I intreat you to be more ſtrict, 


exact, holy and obedient in your Courſe, that 


you may live down all theſe Scandals, that your 


Converlations may be a vifedle C.ufutation of 
them. | „ 9 


The CHRIS T be our Righteouſneſd, 


having obeyed the Law in our ſtead, yet let none 
conclude we have nothing to do, are under no 
Obligation to obey, have a care of turning 
the Grace of GOD into laſciviouſnels. 1 
know it is very natural for us to catch at a- 
ny thing that may tend to the gratitying of the 
Fleſh, and the eaſing of us as to the ſuppoſed 
ſeverity of an obedient Courſe, but as have a 
care of drawing this Conſequence trom this Docs 
trine, but labour to be found compleat in all the 
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of 80 p, that it may be faid of yor! ts t 
aid of Zacharias and Elizabeth, they were bot 
Righteous before G0 D, walking in all th 
Commandments and Ordinances of the Lordi 
blameleſs, Zzke 1. 6. Let your Converſation - 
be as becorgeth the Goſpel, adorn the Doctrine 
of GO D you Saviour in all things. Chriſt 
never intended to exempt you from Obedience? 
ms it is your Duty, but as it is a Condition off 
The Covenant of Works : Theretore labour td 
be holy in all manner of Converſation, and let 
2 Light ſo ſhine before Men, that hens 
ing your good Works, may glorifie your Fa- 
ther which is in Heaven, and have your Con 
verſation honeſt among the Gentiles, that where 
us they ſpeak evil againſt you as evil Doers, they 
may by your good Works which they ſhall be- 
hold, glorifie GO D in the Day of Viſitation ? 
And be ſure with all Diligence to add to your 
Faith Virtue, &c. and thereby let the Enemies | + 
of CHRIST and Grace know that you ab- 
hor the thoughts of continuing in Sin tha 
Grace may abound 3 and whatſoever things 
are true, whatſoever things are honeſt, whatſoey 
ver things are juſt, whatſoever things are pure, 
whatſoever things are lovely, whatſoever things « 
are of good report, if there be any Virtue, and ; 
if there be any praiſe, think on to practice g 
"theſe things, and ſo be ſtedfaſt, unmoveable i 
always abounding in the work af the Lord, as} 
knowing that tho* your Labour cannot be your 
Saviour, yet it ſhall not be in vain in the Lords 


2% «iy Bd 


* 


y 


« &< 
+ 


4 » +, * 


* 


"7% * "£ A 
. „ 4 


* 


